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Public Health and	
  Costs

“In addition to affecting the health of individuals 
directly, infectious diseases are also having an 
impact on whole societies, economies and 
political systems.” (Fonkwo, 2008, S13).
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Communicable  
diseases  have  a  
deep  economic  

burden.

In Puerto Rico:
“From 2002 to 2010, the aggregate annual cost of dengue illness averaged 
$38.7 million, of which 70% was for adults (age 15+ years). Hospitalized 
patients accounted for 63% of the cost of dengue illness, and fatal cases 
represented an additional 17%. Households funded 48% of dengue illness cost, 
the government funded 24%, insurance funded 22%, and employers funded 7%. 
Including dengue surveillance and vector control activities, the overall annual 
cost of dengue was $46.45 million ($12.47 per capita).” (Halasa, Shepard & 
Zeng, 2012, p. 745).
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In the United States:
“The total economic burden of annual influenza epidemics using projected statistical life values 
amounted to $87.1 billion (C.I., $47.2, $149.5).” (Molinari, A.-A. M., Ortega-Sánchez, I. R.; Messonnier, 
Thompson, Wortley, & Bridges, 2007, p. 5086).
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Influenza	
  trends by week,	
  Puerto	
  Rico	
  2016-­‐2018
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Source:	
  Departamento	
  de	
  Salud.	
  (2018).	
  	
  Vigilancia	
  de	
  influenza	
  de	
  Puerto	
  Rico:	
  Informe	
  Semanal,	
  semana	
  8.	
  Retrived from http://www.salud.gov.pr/Estadisticas-­‐Registros-­‐y-­‐Publicaciones/Pages/Influenza.aspx
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• Idania	
  R.	
  Rodríguez	
  Ayuso,	
  PhD
– Teléfono	
  	
  – 787-­‐993-­‐3336
– Fax	
  	
  – 787-­‐993-­‐3346
– Email	
  – idania.rodriguez@estadisticas.pr

• Solicitud	
  de	
  datos– preguntas@estadisticas.pr
• Website	
  – https://estadisticas.pr
• Redes	
  sociales

– Facebook	
  – http://www.facebook.com/estadisticas.pr
– Github – https://github.com/EstadisticasPR
– LinkedIn	
  – https://www.linkedin.com/company/instituto-­‐de-­‐estadisticas-­‐de-­‐puerto-­‐rico
– Twitter	
  – @EstadisticasPR
– YouTube	
  – https://www.youtube.com/user/EstadisticaPR
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