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Health	Equity	is	the	fair	distribution	of	
health	determinants,	outcomes,	and	
resources	within	and	between	segments	
of	the	population,	regardless	of	social	
standing.	

World	Health	Organization



Health	equity”	implies	that	everyone	should	have	a	fair	
opportunity	to	attain	their	full	health	potential



Liver	Cancer	Mortality	in	US	Hispanics

2nd Leading	
Cause	
(11%)

5th Leading	
Cause		
(6%)

Cancer	Statistics	for	US	Hispanics,	2018	CA	Cancer	J	Clini 2018



Age	Adjusted	Incidence	Rates	Liver	Cancer
PR	(1987-2012)



Hepatitis	C	in	Puerto	Rico

ü 1st Cause	of	Liver	Cancer
ü 1st Cause	of	Liver	Transplant
ü 3%	of	seroprevalance in	PR
>100,000	infected	individuals	



Access	to	Medicines	=	Health	Equity



Immuno	Therapies	in	
Cancer

Dr.	Jim	Allison,	Nobel	Price	2018



Anti	PDL1	therapy	– 1st
cancer	agnostic	drug

Long	term	survivor

Complete	&	partial		
responses	in	Stage	IV	
Cancers





Clinical	Benefit	of	Pembrolizumab	Treatment	According	to	Mismatch-
Repair	Status
Le	DT	et	al.	N	Engl J	Med	2015;372:2509-2520.



Ensure	Health	Equity	
by	Promoting	

Inclusive	Research	
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• FDA	requires	that	pharmaceutical	companies	submitting	
applications	for	new	drugs	and/or	indications	for	existing	
drugs	to	include	participants	from	diverse	ethnic	and	racial	
backgrounds	including	Hispanics	

• Less	than	5%	of	all	oncology	trials include	Hispanics

Participation	of	Hispanics	in	
Oncology	Clinical	Trials	is	Limited



FDA	Oncology	Approvals	(2017)

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/informationondrugs/ucm412998.htm

Oncology:
7,045 patients participated in trials that led to approvals of 12 new drugs

Demographic,
Subgroups, Women, White, Asian,

Black,or,
African,
American,

Hispanic, Age,65,and,
Older,

United,
States,

Par@cipant,
Average, 83%$ 74%$ 12%$ 2%$ 4%$ 26%$ 34%$

2017	Drug	Trials	Snapshots	Summary	Statistics
(Jan	1,	2017	- Dec	31,	2017)



Expanded	Inclusion	
2018	

The	American	Society	of	
Clinical	Oncology	(ASCO)	

Friends	of	Cancer	
Research	(Friends)	
Advocacy	Organization



Oncology	Clinical	Trials	in	Puerto	Rico
• 5,500 open	and	recruiting	
oncology	clinical	trials	in	the	
United	States,	53	(1%)	are	
conducted	in	Puerto	Rico*			

• 32	sponsored	or	co-sponsored	by	
pharmaceutical	industry

• An	opportunity	to	strengthen	
oncology	clinical	trials	programs	
in	Puerto	Rico	to	help	fill	this	gap		

*Clinical Trials.gov Dec 2018



Cancer	in	Puerto	Rico

ü1st cause	of	death	
üEvery	year	>15,000	new	diagnosis	of	cancers
üOver	50,000	people	living	with	cancer
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Puerto	Rico	–
Clinical	Research	
Ecosystem

•Hispanic	population	
• Solid	infrastructure

•Universities
•Health	Systems
•Professionals
•Pharmaceuticals

•Government	Initiative	(PRCCI)	



Participation	in	Clinical	Trials

Primary	reason	people	participate in	
clinical	trials……They	were	asked

Primary	reason	people	do	not	participate	in	
clinical	trials…	They	were	not	asked	(not	
available)



Close	the	Health	Equity	
Gap	in	Puerto	Rico

Provide	access	to	approved	therapies,	measure	
outcomes,	and	promote	a	culture	of

research-driven	health	policy	and	quality.			
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Thank You

www.camarapr.org #tucamaraenaccion


